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SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OFMIGRATION
Purpose of Chapter.
For readers who have not given special attention to the immigra-
tion problem, it may be helpful to review briefly the characteristic
phases of the flow of population to our shores, and particularly to
stress those features which have a significant bearing on the par-
ticular inquiry to which we have set ourselves.In the first place,
let us take note of the chief sources of information and the term-
inology to be used in the following pages.
SOURCES, TERMINOLOGY, AND COMPREHENSIVENESS
OF MIGRATION STATISTICS'
Sources.
Except where otherwise specified,
in this monograph refer to immigra
the United States.Official annual
first available with the year ending
figures, with the year ending June
with the year ending June 30, 1889.
meaning and comprehensiveness of
from time to time.
From 1820 to 1874 immigration statistics
Department of State; for the period 1867
U. S. Bureau of Statistics; and from July
U. S. Bureau of Immigration.In the four
of the Bureau of Statistics and of the Bureau
were gathered by the
to June, 1895, by the
1892, to date, by the
years in which the data
of Immigration overlap,
all tables and other statistics
tion into, or emigration from,
statistics of are
September 30, 1820; quarterly
30, 1858; and monthly figures,
However, as noted below, the
these statistics have varied
there is a considerable discrepancy in the numbers reported (see
footnote to Table 1).The smaller figures, which are those now
published as official, were compiled by the Bureau of Immigration.
The reason for this discrepancy is not stated in the official publica-
tions of the departments concerned nor is it apparent upon examina-
tion of the data.It may be that the larger figures published by the
'See, also, the footnotes to Table 1 and to Tables I and II in the Appendix.
2930 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
Bureau of Statistics include many who were counted by the Bureau
of Immigration as temporary or nonimmigrant arrivals.2
Terminology.
At no time has there been a complete record of all persons en-
bering or leaving the territory of the United States.Particularly
on the land boundaries, an attempt at a complete count would be
difficult of realization.Furthermore, even at the present time,
certain classes of arrivals and departures are treated as "non-
statistical" and do not enter into the published migration statistics.
For example, "one year residents of Canada, Newfoundland or
Mexico, who come for a stay of less than six months; and aliens
who habitually cross and recross the land boundaries of the United
are treated as "non-statistical aliens" and not recorded.
Persons passing over our borders, aside from those who arrive or
depart clandestinely, and those who, for reasons just cited, are
treated as non-statistical, are classified as citizens or aliens.For
recent years, the Bureau of Immigration has published statistics
of the number of citizens departing to take up permanent residence
abroad.Inasmuch as naturalized citizens are included, a minute
appraisal of the movement of the foreign-born elements in our
population would include the departing citizens.For example,
after the Great War, thousands of naturalized Poles, and many of
Polish descent born in this country, emigrated to share in the
fortunes of the newly reorganized Poland.In this study, however,
attention is concentrated chiefly upon the movement of aliens, and
particularly, though not exclusively, upon the coming and going
of those officially listed as immigrant or emigrant aliens, as con-
trasted with nonimmigrant and nonemigrant
In the terminology used by the Bureau of Immigration, an im-
migrant alien is a non-resident of this country who enters with the
declared intention of establishing a permanent residence, while a
nonimmigrant alien is an alien resident of the United States re-
turning from a temporary visit abroad or a non-resident entering
for a stay of less than a year.
Likewise, an alien emigrant is an alien resident of the United
States leaving for a relatively permanent sojourn abroad; and an
alien nonemigrant is either an alien who originally entered as a
2This interpretation of the discrepancy was suggested by the Acting Commissioner-
General of the U. S. Bureau of in a letter to the writer, dated May 9, 1924.
S. Bureau of Immigration, General Order No. 13 July 24, 1923, p. 16.
4See Chapter VIIforcomparison of immigrants and nonimmigrants.SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 31
nonimmigrant and is now leaving after having been in this country
less than one year, or he is an alien resident of the United States
leaving for a temporary sojourn abroad.
It should be noted that the definition of "immigrant" for pur-
poses of the quota restriction acts of recent years differs somewhat
in scope from the traditional meaning of the term as above defined.
Ordinarily in official and popular use, the terms immigrant,
emigrant, immigration, and emigration refer to the relatively per-
manent immigrant or emigrant and exclude from consideration the
nonimmigrant and nonemigrant groups; and, as a rule, that practice
is followed in this monograph. However, it should be noted that for
some purposes the citizen and nonimmigrant alien elements should
not be ignored.Unless the arrivals and departures of these groups
balanceand they do not—they should logically be included in a
study of the contributions which migration makes to population.
Also, in our present inquiry, the reaction to employment conditions
of the aliens arriving or departing temporarily from our shores may
be as significant as the fluctuations in the movements of immigrants
and emigrants proper.In fact, it would seem reasonable to expect
that the volume of migration of workers who come for only a tem-
porary residence would be especially sensitive to changing con-
ditions of employment.
In the following pages, the terms immigrants and emigrants refer
ordinarily to those relatively permanent alien arrivals and depar-
tures officially designated as immigrants and emigrants; the terms
alien arrivals and alien departures include, in addition, the non-
immigrant and nonemigrant group, respectively; and the terms
total arrivals and total' departures are inclusive of all recorded ar-
rivals and departures of both citizens and aliens.
In some instances the term permanent has been used for im-
migrants and emigrants and temporary for the nonirnmigrants and
nonemigrants; but these terms should not be interpreted too
literally, as the classification is based upon the declared intention,
and intentions may be either misstated or subsequently changed.
The arriving alien who declares an intention of establishing a per-
manent residence in this country may find conditions less agreeable
than expected and emigrate within a few months. The fact that in
the seventeen years from July 1, 1907, to June 30, 1924, the recorded
total of nonimmigrants was only 2,485,789, while that of non-
emigrants was 3,097,567, indicates either that thousands of in-
coming aliens declare an intention of permanent sojourn but change32 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
their minds and leave after a short stay, or that many alien residents
upon leaving declare an intention of only a temporary sojourn
abroad but do not return to this country as they had intended.
Variations in Comprehensiveness.
In addition to the above distinctions among citizens, immigrant
aliens, and nonimmigrant aliens, it is necessary to note that the
official statistics of immigration have not always been equally
comprehensive and do not have exactly the same connotation
throughout the period of a little more than a century for which
they are available.The footnotes to the tables contain much of
the detail concerning the varying comprehensiveness. For example,
the data which are officially published for the annual totals of im-
migrations cover, prior to the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1867, all
recorded arrivals of aliens, without discrimination as to length of
intended residence; for the period ending June 30, 1903, they cover
immigrants as differentiated from nonimmigrants; for the next
three years, "aliens admitted" (though apparently this does not
actually include nonimmigrants); and for subsequent years, oniy
immigrants admitted.In brief, to make the data strictly com-
parable throughout the entire period, it would be necessary to make
allowance for the inclusion or non-inclusion of, first, nonimmigrants,
or those with announced intention of temporary residence only;
and second, would-be immigrants debarred from entry.
Also, there are variances due to the circumstance that in the
early period there was no attempt made to record residents of ad-
joining countries, Mexico and Canada, as they passed over our
boundaries.In fact, the early records of the number of Europeans
entering the United States via Canada are quite imperfect.For
the period from July, 1885, to October, 1893, the statistics en-
tirely omit such arrivals through Canada. Subsequent to October,
1893, the records include foreigners arriving at Canadian ports en
route to this country, and more recently, they also include residents
of Canada and Mexico who pass our boundary lines for a stay of
six months or longer, although they are not counted as immigrants
unless a stay of a year or more is intended.
The above-mentioned discrepancies in the official statistics of
immigration, while significant for some purposes, are not important
enough when we are primarily interested in cyclical fluctuations to
6UnitedStatesImmigration Commission, Statistical Review of Immigraiion: 1820-
1910, p. 4.SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 33
prevent us from treating the series as reasonably homogeneous
throughout the entire period for which the official statistics are
available.
Fiscal and Other Non-calendar Immigration Years.6
Through most of the period included in our immigration records,
the year covered by the officially published annual statistics does
not coincide with the calendar year.For the years 1820 to 1831,
inclusive, the annual immigration statistics refer to the twelve
months ending September 30th of the given year; for 1833 to 1842,
inclusive, the immigration and calendar years coincide; for 1844 to
1850, the immigration year again terminates September 30th; for
1851 to 1856, the year ends December 31st; and beginning with
1858 and continuing until the present time, the official immigration
year ends June 30th.
We shall use the term fiscal years for twelve-month periods which
end on June 30th. To illustrate, the phrase "in the years 1863 to
1892 (fiscal)," means from July 1, 1867, to June 30, 1892, inclusive.
Non-calendar years not ending on June 30th will be appropriately
indicated.
PERTINENT FEATIJRES OF MIGRATION TO AND FROM
THE UNITED STATES
Violence of the Major Fluctuations.
The significance of the facts revealed by the subsequent analysis
of the quarterly and monthly statistics of migration will be clearer
if we first make a preliminary survey of the larger movements in the
flow of immigration.In Chart I, we have a curve representing the
volume of immigration in each year in a period of slightly over a
century, beginning with the year ending September 30,
The picture is one of successive waves, the crest of the major waves
occurring, respectively, in 1854 (calendar year) and 1873, 1882,
1892, 1907, 1914, and 1921 (fiscal years).In each case the following
decline corresponds approximately to a period of industrial depres-
sion in this country. We shall return in later chapters to a closer
scrutiny of these relations.
While the general sweep of the curve is upward until checked by
the Great War and the restrictive conditions of the post-war period,
6See Table 1.
7For the extent to which these data are not strictly comparable throughout the entire
period, see the earher section m this chapter entitled, "Variations in Comprehensiveness."34 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
the fluctuations in volume are relatively so large that the trend,
particularly for anything short of very long periods, is to a large
extent obscured by the violence of the fluctuations.Moreover, on
closer analysis, it is found that some major elements in migration
have been declining while others were increasing in number. In all,
the magnitude of the maj or fluctuations in immigration has led us
in some instances, particularly where short periods are under con-
sideration, to analyze the data without attempting to eliminate
CHART 1





aNumericaldata in Table 1.
whatever trend present; and for long-period studies, in
order to bring out clearly the current alternations in prosperity and
depression, trends have been computed by the flexible method of
the moving average, which tends to eliminate the effect of the
larger swings such as the general decline from the early eighties to
the late nineties as well as the general upward trend of immigration.
The best data for comparing migration
apply to the years subsequent to 1890
period from 1907 to 1923.Obviously, ho
degree of a significant trend throughout
matter of conjecture.
and industrial conditions
and particularly to the
wever, the direction and
this period is largely aSIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION






































































































































































































































Compiled from the U. S. Bureau of Immigration, Annual Repori of £he Commi.ssione, General of tm-
Year Ended June 30,1924, p.122.
bFor 1820 to 1867, these statistics pertain to "Aliens Arriving," including that class of arrivals later
designated as noniminigrants.
ala these periods the available statistics cover other than twelve-month periods.In the fifteen months
from October 1, 1831, to December 31, 1832, 60, 482 alien arrivals are recorded; in the nine months from
January 1 to September 30, 1843, 52,496; in the three months from October 1 to December 31, 1850. 59,976;
and in the six months from January Ito June 30, 1857, 112.123.
dFor the fiscal years 1868 to 1903, inclusive, these statistics are designated in the official publications
including "Immigrants Arriving;" for the years 1904 to 1906, inclusive, "Aliens Admitted;" and from 1907
to date, Aliens admitted." However, it would appear from other data given in the reports of
the Commissioner General of Immigration that in all years after 1867, the statistics given in the above
table do not include nonimmigrants.
oThe numbers of immigrants as compiled by the U. S. Bureau of Statistics for these years are: 1892,
623,084; 1893, 502.917; 1894, 314,467; 1895, 279,948. Monthly Summary of Commerce and Finance. June.
1903, p. 4364.36 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
Marked Seasonal Variation.
An examination of the quarterly and monthly data on immigra-
tion reveals a marked, and, on the whole, a regular seasonal varia-
tion.This is clearly evidenced by Chart 2.The upper section of
CHART 2
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data in Appendix Table I.
bNurnerical data in Appendix Table II.
this chart presents the quarterly data for 1885 to 1904 (calendar
years) showing invariably a relatively large immigration in the
second quarter comprising April, May, and June.In the lower
section of the chart, covering the period 1905 to 1924 by months, a
similar marked seasonal variation appears prior to the Great War.
During and immediately after the war, the seasonal is somewhat
distorted and subordinated.After 1921, the influence of the per
centum limit law, permitting twenty per cent of the admissible
quota to enter in any one month, beginning in July, has caused theSIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 37
seasonal variation to differ markedly from that characteristic of the
pre-war period.
Obviously it would be difficult to trace the response of migration
to cyclical changes in industry without making allowance for the
strong seasonal tendencies.Consequently, in most instances, the
quarterly and monthly data on migration have been corrected for
typical seasonal variation before they were used in comparisons
with employment or other indices of business conditions.
Heavy Emigration.
Comprehensive data concerning emigration are available only
for the period beginning on July 1, 1907.Prior to that date an ap-
proximation of the volume of emigration is afforded by statistics of
outgoing steerage passengers furnished to the Government officials
by the courtesy of the steamship companies.Both the approx-
imations available prior to 1907 and the subsequent more exact
statistics indicate clearly that an adequate analysis of the effect of
migration upon labor supply must rest upon emigration as well
as immigration statistics. Is the volume of emigration large relative
to immigration? Does the net movement (immigration less emi-
gration) show a decided response to industrial prosperity or de-
pression? Is there ever a net outgo? The answers to these questions
should help us in our quest.Consequently, in Chapter V and
succeeding chapters attention has been given to fluctuations in
emigration as well as in immigration.Statistics of the proportion
between immigration and emigration of selected races are given in
a subsequent section of this chapter; and the estimated or recorded
net movement in the fiscal years 1900 to 1924 inclusive, is given in
Table 10 on page 50.In the years 1908 to 1924, in which direct
statistics of departures are available, the volume of alien departures
was equal to 51 per cent of the volume of arrivals, but the ratio of
departures to arrivals varies widely in the several years.
Preponderance of Males.
Immigration to the United States has been preponderantly male
in every year from 1820 to 1923, except the fiscal year of 1922, when
the ratio of males fell to 48.4 per cent of the total immigration.
Chart 3 portrays the percentage distribution by sexes throughout
the entire period for which data are available
aForthe fiscal years 1820 to 1867, inclusive, this chart is based upon the distribution
as estimated by the Immigration Commission in its Statistical Reviewof Immigration,38 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
In most of the years since the Civil War, males have constituted
from sixty to seventy per cent of the total immigration.Further-
more, while many foreign-born women are engaged in gainful oc-
cupations in this country, the percentage of foreign-born males so
employed is much higher; hence the bulk of the recent immigrants
CHART 3
THE PREPONDERANCE OF MALES IN IMMIGRATION
The cross-hatched portion represents the per cent of total im-
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'Numerical data in Table 2.
who enter industry are doubtless male immigrants, particularly in
certain industries.In 1920, 89.3 per cent of foreign-born males,
but only 18.4 per cent of foreign-born females, were gainfully em-
ployed. Few women engage in mining, in construction, or in railway
maintenance.Of the 733,936 persons listed in the 1920 Census of
Occupations as coal mine operatives, only 1,495 were females; of
1820-1910, p. 6; for the years 1869-1910, upon computations in the same publication
based upon the recorded immigrant arrivals classified by sex; and for subsequent years,





Yean Ending JuneaoSIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 39
the 470,199 steam railroad laborers, only 6,586; of the 623,203
"building, general, and not specified laborers," only 15,128; and
of the 115,836 laborers in "road and street building and repairing,"
only 163.



































































































































































































































'For the years 1820 to 1867, these are approximate percentages computed by the United States ma-
migration Commission, and published in their S(atistical Review of Immigration 1820-1910.pp..5-6, which
a'so gives the percentages for 1868 to 1910, inclusive, as computed from the official statistics of immigranta
classified by sex.The percentages for subsequent years are computed from the statistics published by
the U. S. Bureau of Immigration.
*Not reported.40 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
It is apparent from the above stated facts that the fluctuations of
male immigration are more significant than the movement of total
immigration when the reaction of the flow of working immigrants
to employment conditions is under consideration.For this reason,
male immigration, rather than the immigration of both sexes, is
the primary immigration series used in this study.It may be noted,
in passing, that the percentage of male immigration is relatively
high in prosperous years, such as the fiscal years of 1907 and 1910,
and relatively low in the succeeding depression periods, suggesting,
as would be expected, that the male element is the more sensitive to
industrial conditions.
In emigration, males constitute even a larger proportion than in
immigration.This proportion was highest in. the depression year
1908 (See Table 3).Since the collection of emigration statistics






1908 395,073 -342,883 86.8
1909 225,802 159,009 70.4
1910 202,436 154,842 76.5
1911 295,666 238,922 80.8 •
1912 333,262 278,970 82.8
1913 308,190 251,808 81.7
1914 303,338 242,208 79.8
1915 204,074 168,072 82.4









19:19 123,522 101,167 81.9
1920 288,315 237,748 82.5







1924 76,789 57,313 74.6
data, compiled from the reports of the Commissioner General of Immigration, do not include
departing citizens or non-emigrant aliens.
began in 1908, males have constituted at least seventy per cent of
the total in every year but 1923 (fiscal).The restriction of im-
migration has tended to decrease the proportion of males in emi-
gration as well as in immigration.SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 41
Country of Origin—the "Old" and"New"Immigration.
So much of the discussion of immigration in recentyears has
revolved around the relative merits of the so-called "old" and "new"
elements in immigration that it seems desirable to indicate their
relative contributions to the immigrant stream.The "old" im-
migration came from northern and western Europe; the "new"
comes from eastern and southern Europe and Turkey in Asia.
An examination of Table 4 and Chart 4 reveals that prior to 1896,
CEART 4
THE CHANGING CHARACTER OF IMMIGRATION'
the majority of immigrants were of the "old" strain.In the year
ending June 30, 1896, the "new" immigration rose to 57per cent of
the total and since that date, until the Great War, helda clear
preponderance over the immigration from northern and western
Europe. During the conduct of hostilities a large proportion of the
immigrants came from Canada and Mexico, and inmore recent
years, the quota acts have been a restraining influence upon Euro-
pean immigration, particularly from the countries furnishing the
"new" immigration.
Leading Inimigrant Races or Peoples.
Recognizing that a German immigrant does not alwayscome
from Germany or an Italian from Italy, and that itmay be desirable
VThe term "race" is used throughout this volume, not necessarily to designatea
group defined according to strict ethnological principles, but to refer to one of the some
'Numerical data in Table 4.
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TABLE 4.—PERCENTAGEDISTRI8UTION OF IMMIGRANTSACCORDING TO "OLD" AND
"NEW" SOURCES, BY YEARS: 1870-1924'
100percent=the total number of immigrants for whom country of origin is known
forty groups for which statistics are given
caption "races or peoples." For a discussion
of the United Slates Immigration Commission, Vol.
YEAR YEAR
ENDING "OLD"b"NEw"cOTHERdENDING"OLD"b"NEW"OOmERd































































































































































































































to 1906, immigrants were
the United States Immigration Commission, Statistical ReviewofImmigration
computed from statistics published by the U. S. Bureau ol Immigration.Prior
recorded by the country from which they departed; thereafter by the country
of last permanent residence.
bThe "old' sources include the countries of northern and western Europe, namely: Belgium, Denmark,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.
oThe "new" sources include the countries of eastern and southern Europe now known as Austria,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, Bulgaria, Finland, Greece, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Rumania,
Russia, Spain, Turkey in Europe, and certain other small European countries designated as "other Europe;"
also Turkey in Asia.
d"Other countries" includes all sources of immigration not included in "old" and "new" sources as
above defined.In recent years most of this group came from Canada and Mexico. The fact noted in thi3
chapter that immigrants from or through Canada were, in earlier periods, recorded incompletely or not at
all, limits the comparability of the above percentage distributions.
bythe Bureau of Immigration under the
ofthese "races or peoples," see the Reports
9,Dictionaryof Races or Peoples.SIGNIFICANTFEATURESOF MIGRATION 43
to have statistics of the immigration of races like the Slovaks, Poles,
and Hebrewsto which either constitute only a part of the immigration
from some one country or, on the other hand, an important fraction
of the immigration from two or more countries, the U. S. Bureau of
Immigration began in 1899 to collect statistics of immigration by
race or people. Beginning with the fiscal year ending June 30, 1908,
CHART 5
GROSS AND NET IMMIGRATION OF SELECTED RACES:
JULY 1, 1907, TO JUNE 30, 1923k
aNumerical data in Table 5.
similar statistics are available for emigration.
concerning the immigration and emigration of
contributed the largest numbers of immigrants in the sixteen years
from July 1, 1907, to June 30, 1923, are given in Table 5andChart
5. Though it is not the tenth in number of immigrants, the Russian
race is also included to facilitate comparison with the numbers of
10Objection is sometimes made to the use of the word Hebrew as indicating a race
Here again we have followed the practice of the Bureau of Immigration in designating
















the nine races which44 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
certain non-Russian races, such as the Poles and Hebrews, many of
whom come from Russia.It will be noted that the three leading
races in number of immigrants were the South Italians, Hebrews,
and Poles, in the order named.

























































from data given in the AnnualReport oftheCommissioner General ofImmigration, 1923,
117-118.
blnduding the races not listed in this table.
immigration = immigration less emigration. Computed from the original 5tatistica before they
were reduced to tIlou8ands.
RacialDifferencesin the Ratio of EmigrantstoTmmigrants.
For all races, including those not listed separately in Table 5,
the net immigration, or immigration less emigration, equals about
sixty-five per cent of gross immigration. The tendency to emigrate
is far from equal in the several races or peoples.In general, the
percentage of permanent residents is high for the Hebrews and the
races of northern and western Europe and low for the races of
southern and eastern Europe except the Hebrews.Though the
incoming South Italians far exceeded in number the immigrants of
any other race, the net immigration for this race was only forty-four
per cent of arriving immigrants in the fiscal years 1908 to 1923;
while it was almost ninety-five per cent for the Hebrews, eighty-
nine per cent for the Irish, and over eighty per cent for the Germans.
In other words, the Germans, Irish, and Hebrews ordinarily come
to stay; but large numbers of the South Italian immigrants, after
a more or less short period of labor and saving, return to their nativeSIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 45
land, as has been their custom for decades in this and other countries
to which they have emigrated.This practice has given rise to the
statement that the Italian comes and goes as he is wanted. The
accuracy of this statement we shall consider more at length in later
pages.
We shall find it interesting, in subsequent analysis, to note
whether this relatively temporary nature of the immigration of
certain races is accompanied by an appreciably greater susceptibility
to cyclical influences. We have seen that fdr every ten South Ital-
ians arriving in the United States approximately six of that race
depart as emigrants.Is their departure closely correlated with the
business cycle?
Occupations of Tnrniigrants.
The great bulk of immigrants have been engaged in their native
countries in relatively unskilled occupations, as agricultural or
common laborers, and in this country enter, on the whole, occupa-
tions of the unskilled or semi-skilled grade.In many instances
entrance in country into the ranks of common labor is not
necessarily due to incapacity for more skilled occupations, but in
part to the inability or failure of the immigrant to capitalize his past
experience. Thousands of former farmers and agricultural workers
find their way into factory, mine, or construction camp; and many
skilled handicraftsmen, handicapped by differences in language and
different methods of production, find an inadequate market for
their specialized skill and drift into the ranks of the unskilled or at
most semi-skilled.
The above conclusions rest upon a comparison of the information
obtained by the U. S. Bureau of Immigration concerning the occu-
pations of immigrants prior to their entry and the occupations of
emigrants while in this country, and also upon collateral evidence
in the decennial Census of Occupations, the reports of the Immigra-
tion Commission in 1910, and various fragmentary studies.This
evidence, though not complete, is reasonably conclusive as to the
major tendencies.
As shown by the 1910 and 1920 Census of Occupations, between
forty and fifty per cent of the foreign born workers enter mechanical
and manufacturing pursuits; while less than fifteen per cent are
found in the agricultural pursuits (Table 6).The tendency for the
foreign born to engage in the unskilled labor of certain industries is
evidenced by the data in Table 7.Of all employed in agriculture,46 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES







ALL OCCUPATIONS 7,811,502100.0 7,746,460100.0















































'Compiled from the U. S. Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of the United Stales, Vol. IV, pp.
340-341. These occupation statistics include persons ten years of age or over.
TABLE 7.—THE PROPORTION OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITES IN THE TOTAL OF THE
GAINFULLY EMPLOYED AND AMONG "LABORERS," BY OCCUPATIONAL




















































'Compiled from theThirteenth Census of the United Slates, Vol. JV, Occupation Statistics, and the Four-
teenth Census of the United States, Vol. .1 V. Occupations.
blncludesmining and quarrying and is consequently not exactly comparable with the 1920 total.
°Excludes mining and quarrying.
1920 Census does not classify laborers separately in this industry.
•The 1910 Census listed some laborers in "occupations connected with professional service." but the
1920 Census gave no laborers under the designation "professional service."SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 47
for example, in 1910, only 8.7 per cent were foreign born, whereas
48.0 per cent of those in mining and 31.9 per cent of those in
manufacturing and mechanical pursuits have a foreign nativity.Of
those classified as laborers in 1910, however, the foreign born
represent 50. 1 per cent of those in mining, 38.5 per cent in manu-
facturing and mechanical pursuits, and 27.4 per cent of all classified
as laborers.
It is obvious that for reasons of incapacity or difficulty in ad-
justment to American conditions, the immigrant is doing more than
his per capita proportion of the common labor of industry.If the
statistics gave us separate data for the newly arrived immigrant it
seems unquestionable that an even greater proportion would be
found in the ranks of the unskilled.
The percentage of laborers is particularly high among the im-
migrants of certain races.To illustrate, for the immigration years
1899 to 1910, three-fourths or more of the Greeks, the Slovaks, the
South Italians, and the Poles were either general laborers or farm
laborers. On the other hand, forty per cent or more of the Scotch,
English, Welsh, and Hebrews are listed as skilled.
Occupational Changes.
The preponderance of unskilled among the immigrants and the
tendency, particularly among the farmers and agricultural laborers,
to abandon their old-country occupations upon arrival and thus to
lose any opportunity fully to utilize their previous industrial ex-
perience, is clearly evidenced by the statistics of occupations of
immigrants and emigrants in Table 8.
In the immigration years 1908 to 1923, 26 per cent of immigrants
were classified as "laborers," while 70 per cent of emigrants are
placed in this class. On the other hand, 25 per cent of immigrants
and less than 2 per cent of emigrants are listed as farm laborers;
and the skilled who compose 22 per cent of the immigrants were
only 12 per cent of the emigrants. Even after allowing for a con-
siderable degree of probable inaccuracy in the data, and also for the
fact that probably a smaller proportion of foreign-born farmers and
and farm laborers than of industrial workers emigrate,
seems unavoidable that many from the "farm laborer'
occupations are in this country engaged in unskilled





llQuarterly Publication of the American Statistical Association, June, 1921,pp.750-
764,"Occupations of Immigrants Before and After Coming to the United States."48 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
reached similar conclusions by comparing the occupational statistics
of immigration in the decade 1900to1910 with the Census record of
increases in the numbers in the several occupations.
Obviously, the unskilled elements in immigration and the cyclical
variations in the employment of the unskilled worker in American
industry are particularly worthy of attention in studying the relation
of migration to the business cycle.
TABLE 8.—OCCUPATIONS OF IMMIGRANTS AND EMIGRANTS:


























































'Compiled from the annual reports of the United States Commissioner General of Immigration for the
years1908 to1923. inclusive.
bNet =immigrantsless emigrants.
'The apparent excess of emigrant over immigrant laborers is probably caused by a large number of
declaring their occupation as "agricultural laborer" on arrival and as "laborer" at departure.
Though the foreign born are found in other industries in con-
siderable numbers, the industries which are particularly worthy of
our attention are factory employment, coal mining, railroad main-
tenance, and construction work.Employment in these industries
is clearly subject to cyclical variations and the immigrant is an
important element in each, both in absolute numbers and in pro-
portion to the native born.
The Volume of Immigration Relative to Population.
The significance of a given volume of immigration becomes more
obvious when it is compared with population.In Table 9 we have
a comparison between the population of the United States at theSIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 49
decennial census periods and the volume of immigration during the
ten years centering at July 1st of the census year.It will be noted
that immigration was relatively greatest in the decade from July
1, 1846, to June 30, 1855, in which period the average annual im-
migration was about equal to one and one-quarter per cent of the
total population.In no subsequent decade has the average annual
ratio of immigration to population fallen below one-half of one per
cent or much exceeded one per cent.
TABLE 9.—AVERAGE ANNUAL IMMIGRATION COMPARED WITh POPULATION,
BY DECADESa
DATE OP CENSUS POPULATION
(ThousANDs)
ANNUAL IMMIGRATION









































'The population data are from the 1920 Census, Vol. II, p. 29; the average annual immigration is
computed from data in the 1924 Annual Report of the Commissioner General of Immigration, p. 122, and from
mimeographed bulletins of the U. S. Bureau of Immigration for the last six months of 1924, and, except in
the last case, is the average over ten years centered at July 1st of the census year.
DAverage for ten years centered at January 1, 1920.
If we turn to a year-by-year comparison, we find, as would be
expected, a greater variation in the ratio of immigration to popu-
lation.In Table 10 is given a comparison between the total number
of alien arrivals in fiscal years ending June 30th, and the estimated
population on January 1st of the corresponding years,'2 and also a
comparison between population and the net alien movement—that
is, arrivals less departures.
It should be noted that the data in Table 9 include only those
aliens officially recorded as immigrants, but that in Table 10 and
Table 11 nothmmigrants and nonemigrants are also included; hence
in the immediately following paragraphs the term "inimigration"
refers to all arriving aliens.
l2This estimate of population was prepared by Dr. W. I. King, of the National Bureau
of Economic Research, and is based upon interpolations between the decennial censuses
with the aid of immigration data and the available statistics of births and deaths.50 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
In the quarter century from 1900 to 1924, there have been subs-
tantial fluctuations in the relative volume of migration, even if the
war period is excluded. The maximum was reached in 1907, just
before the depression of 1907-1908, with an annual immigration
equivalent to 1.7 per cent of the population.
The barriers created by war conditions checked immigration to
such an extent that it dropped to a small fraction of its former
volume, reaching low ebb in the year ending June 1918, with two


































































































































































aGross = Alien immigrants and nonimmigrants; netgross arrivals less alien emigrants and non-
emigrants.
As emigration statistics were not compiled prior to July 1, 1907, the number of departing aliens in the
earlier years is estimated from the statistics of departing steerage passengers, by assuming that the ratio
between departing aliens and departing steerage passengers which obtained for the period from July 1. 1907.
to June 30, 1914, is applicable to the period from July 1, 1899, to June 30, 1907.
bThese population estimates are for January 1st, and were prepared. by Dr. W. I. King, of the
staff of the National Bureau of Economic Research.SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 51
alien arrivals to each one thousand population. By 1920, the in-
coming flow was gaining momentum and in the fiscal year of 1921
reached almost a pre-war level at 0.9 per cent.The depression of
1921 brought a marked reduction in the ratio during the fiscal year
1922, but in the two subsequent years, despite the restrictions of
the three per centum quota law, the annual volume increased to
over one-half of one per cent of the population.
Net arrivals exceeded one per cent of the population only in
1907, was relatively low in the depression years (fiscal) of 1904,
1908, 1911-1912, and particularly 1922, and, in some of the war
years almost reached the vanishing point.In the year ending
June 30, 1924, they had rallied, despite restrictive legislation, to
over one-half of one per cent of the estimated population on Jan-
uary 1, 1924.
It may well be questioned whether a comparison between total
immigration and total population is the most significant for our
purposes. As we are concerned with the contribution of immigra-
tion to the supply of labor, a more significant ratio is obtained by
comparing the number of alien arrivals (excluding those recorded
as having "no occupation") with the estimated total number of
gainfully employed in the United States.It might be even more
pertinent to compare arrivals with the number of gainfully em-
ployed in those sections of the country in which the aliens settle in
large numbers, but for the present at least we shall rest content
with the comparison based upon data for the entire country.
Arriving aliens are classified according to the occupations followed
in their home countries.Those, including women and children,
who have no gainful occupations are placed in a "no occupation"
group, the remainder, exclusive of the "no occupation" group, may,
with substantial accuracy, be designated as "working immigrants."
Though many immigrants ultimately become independent farmers
or set up in business for themselves, the great bulk of them, par-
ticularly in the period immediately after their arrival, become
wage earners in factories, mines, building construction, or on farms.
Consequently, an appropriate standard with which to compare the
number of "working immigrants" is the number of wage earners in
industry.In Table 11 such a comparison has been made between
the gross and net arrivals of alien workers and the estimated num-
ber of wage earners attached to the leading industries. The workers
considered "attached" to a given industry are those who look to
that industry as their chief occupation, although they may be52 MIGRATION AND BUSINESS CYCLES
temporarily out of employment.During the years 1909 to 1913,
the ratio of the annual arrivals of alien workers to the number of
wage earners attached to the leading industries ranged from 3.45
per cent in 1909 to 4.96 per cent in 1913. During the war the ratio
dropped to less than one per cent, but recovered in 1920 to almost
two per cent.It is obvious that the incoming tide of alien workers
is ordinarily an appreciable fraction of the total number of wage
TABLE 11.—RATIOS OF G&oss AND NET ARRIVALS OF ALIEN WORKERS TO THE
NUMBER OF WAGE EARNERS ATTACHED TO THE LEADING INDUSTRIES,






























































































•Includes wage earners attached to factories, transportation and communication, mines and quarries,
construction and building, agriculture and "unclassified industries." Computed from estimates for calendar
years prepared by Dr. W. I. King.
bAllarrivingaliens (both immigrant and nonimmigrant) less those listed as having no occupation.
°Allalienworkers arriving less all departing aliens (both emigrant and nonemigrant) except those
listed as having no occupation.
dExcess of departures over arrivals.
earners.However, it is also true that an immigration of three per
cent may be a helpful influence in one phase of the cycle and an
unwelcome and aggravating factor in another.The volume of
immigration must be considered in relation to the contemporaneous
conditions of employment before its real importance can be ap-
praised.Also, allowance must be made for the offsetting factor of
emigration.To these problems we shall turn our attention in
subsequent chapters.SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF MIGRATION 53
CHAPTER SUMMARY
Upon the facts presented in this chapter, we have based the
following major conclusions concerning the immigration elements
to be selected for study and the method to be used in their analysis.
1.Primary, though not exclusive, attention should be given to
those alien arrivals and departures ordinarily designated, res-
pectively, as alien immigrants and alien emigrants.
2.For our purpose, the volume of male immigration is more
significant than the volume of total immigration.
3.Owing to the violence of the major fluctuations in immigration,
the estimation of trends in the subsequent chapters is, in most cases,
by the flexible method of moving averages, with adjustments in
some instances to iron out minor irregularities.
4.Immigration movements are characterized by strong seasonal
fluctuations for which adjustment must be made to facilitate the
study of cyclical fluctuations.
5.The increasing fraction oftotal immigration contributed
by the peoples of southern and eastern Europe in the years before
the Great War suggests the desirability of special attention to the
cyclical fluctuations in the leading elements of this group.
6.Immigrants of the various races or peoples exhibit marked
differences in the extent to which they establish a permanent
residence in this country, indicating the desirability of comparing
cyclical fluctuations in emigration by race or people.
7.A large proportion of immigrants engage in relatively un-
skilled occupations in factories, mines, and construction operations;
hence special attention should be given to fluctuations in employ-
ment in these industries and particularly to variations in the market
for common labor.
8.Lastly, the relative volume of migration compared with
population is indicated by the fact that while, in this century, the
annual number of net alien arrivals has exceeded one per cent of
the total population only in 1907, in some of the years just before
the Great War, the number of net arrivals of alien workers was
equivalent to more than two per cent of the total number of wage
earners attached to the leading industries in the United States.